RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Notice of Meeting of The Parish Council
The Parish Council Meeting of The Parish Council of the above named Parish will be held at St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford   on Monday 15th September 2025 at 7 pm.

AGENDA
1. Chairperson opens the meeting.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

3. To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2025.

4. To receive Declaration of Interest.
5. To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion. 

At each Council meeting a period of 30 minutes is set aside to enable members of the public to make representation on any agenda item or raise issues which affect the parish.
Any member of the public may speak for up to 5 minutes within the overall time allocated.

Please note that any representation or matter raised does not require any response from the Council and should not be debated since no decision can lawfully be made during this time.

A member of the public is any person present other than a member or official of the Council

In respect of any matter raised which is not already on the agenda, a member or official of the Council may (after the meeting) request a future agenda item to be placed setting out specifically what it is the Council is being asked to consider and decide upon.

6. Committees and working groups

a) To resolve the appointment of Cllr Pryke as Highways and Transport Portfolio Lead.

b) To resolve the appointment of Cllr. Gordon as Finance and Governance Portfolio Lead.

c) To resolve the appointment of Cllr Newsham as Planning and Development Portfolio Lead.
d) To resolve the appointment of Cllr Bradshaw as Footpath and Street Scene Portfolio Lead.
e)  To amend the title of Social Media Officer Cllr Newsham to Social Media and Data Protection Lead.

f) To resolve the appointment of a new councillor to attend LALC meetings following Cllr. Smith’s resignation from the position.
7. Planning

a) To approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 27th August 2025.

b) To consider planning applications as below:

2025/0748/FUL  88, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Proposed single storey porch to front of dwelling

Prior approval planning

NONE
Planning decision granted

NONE

Planning decisions refused.

2025/0602/PIP Land adjacent to 478 Liverpool Road Rufford

Erection of detached dwelling to replace existing structure.

2025/0549/FUL Land off Spark Lane, Rufford

Proposed new dwelling in place of three storage buildings.

Ongoing planning appeals

NONE

8. Finance

a) To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022859  Rufford recreation ground new playboat CILT monies                          £5,400

022860  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                                    £ 933.60

022861  Church Hall hire May/June/July                                                              £   42.00

022863  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
August


          £ 773.96

022863  P Brookfield  park maintenance                                                               £ 382.59

022864  P Brookfield paint/materials                                                                     £ 79.99

022865  K Newsham salary and admin  September                                              £800.68             

022866  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                                     £933.60

022867  Crossley and Davis internal auditors 24/25 audit                                     £1056.00                                                                                                          

DDM        Easywebsites July mthly payment                                                       £36.96

DDM        Easywebsites August mthly payment                                                  £36.96

b) Income : 10th July 2025                HMRC                                                        £1434.60

                    25th July 2025    WLBC 1st payment concurrent grant                      £864.00

c) To note Cllr Smith’s report regarding the cost of bus stop recently installed.

d) To resolve to provide £300 to training for parish councillors up to March 2026.

9. Flood risk

NONE

10. Highways
a) Cllr Pryke to discuss response from MP Patrick Hurley.

b) Cllr Pryke to update on letter addressed to County Cllr Rick Edwards.
c) Cllr Pryke to motion the need for Highways and Transport Working Group.

d) Cllr Smith to propose a FOI request to access police speeding figures on B5246 Holmeswood Road.

e) Cllr Bradshaw to update on Spark Lane.

f) Cllr Smith to raise issues of HGVs  on Chapel Lane Holmeswood.

g) To note Cllr Rear’s report on domestic bin collection issues.

h) Cllr Bradshaw to discuss the removal and replacement of out-of-date and damaged dog fouling and neighbourhood watch signs.

i) To note Cllr Pryke’s report following PCSO Aldwin and WLBC Dog Warden

11.        Public footpaths  
a) To note Cllr Bradshaw’s and Cllr Newsham’s recent public rights of way report.

b) Cllr Newsham to propose bollards be placed on the footpath from Hesketh reach to Sluice Lane.

12.        Village Halls                
              Rufford 

NONE

              Holmeswood
a) To note Cllr. Smith’s report on Holmeswood Tennis Courts at Holmeswood Village Hall.

b) To note Cllr Smith’s report on loose flag stones.
13.     Recreation Grounds 

a) To resolve permission to erect a bench on Rufford Recreation Ground in memory of a resident who passed away.

14.      Cllr Pickervance to raise interest of the council developing parish maps to be placed across the parish area.

15.    Clerk to discuss flagpole at Rufford Primary School.

16.    To note and approve the clerk’s report.
a) To share updated format of agendas

17.    To note police information
a) The clerk to inform the council about the engagement of events.

18.       To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday 20th October 2025 at St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford commencing at 7pm.

THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

